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Guidelines for visitors in Athens and Greece

This document’s purpose is to inform you and protect you from any misshapes that should be avoided, as nothing should diminish the pleasure of your visit in Athens, as well as to provide a few details that could make your visit more comfortable and enjoyable.
1.  ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU In any case that you have some problem, once you arrived in Athens, always have our phone numbers and the map (which you can find at http://www.hoteldore.gr/map.htm )handy, our front desk personnel could be helpful in assisting you or guiding you by the phone.

2. YOUR FIRST TRANSFER Our hotel is located 26 to 30 kilometers from the Athens international airport Eleftherios Venizelos.  In case that you wish to come to our hotel by taxi you should know that all inclusive taxi fair should never exceed € 25.00 total.

3. IN TRANSFER When you are hiring a taxi please make sure that you take the taxi number to use for any future reference.
4. FOR ANY TRANSFER If you have any doubts about the amount that you are charged instead of paying your self, kindly ask our personnel to make the payment arrangements since they are more familiar with the local rates.

5. WEATHER / CLIMATE Greece’s climate shows similarity in spring (March - May) and in fall (September - November) in both seasons, you may encounter rain, which happens very rarely, more than likely, it will be sunny although the nights may be chilly. In summer, (June - August), the weather is warm and sunny with the nights being cooler. In winter, (December - February) the weather is most often cold and you may experience snow besides rain. In winter however, there are many sunny days. In conclusion the estimate is that Greece usually has 300 sunny days annually.
6. WHAT TO WEAR In Spring and fall, a jacket and sweater will keep you comfortable, while in winter, it is advisable to have with you warmed light clothing, and waterproofs. In summer, you may only require T-shirts, light trousers and shorts. Bring sunglasses and a hat and, if you are sensitive to the sun, bring a good sun block lotion. A good sturdy pair of walking shoes is essential. When visiting religious sites, such as churches, it is important not to wear shorts. For women, covering the shoulders is also required. Bring swimming gear for the beach.
7. WHAT TO BRING If you are on medication, bring enough medicine to last the entire trip as, there may not be an opportunity to re-supply here and it may also not be available here. It is also advisable to bring a first aid kit with insect repellent etc
8. TRANSPORTATION Piraeus, the port of Athens is the place to take your ferry to all the Greek islands. There are ferries to all islands every day. Ferries offer, tourist class and first class and cabins on the overnight journeys. The taxi fair from our hotel to Piraeus port should never exceed € 12.00
9. FOOD & BEVERAGE Tap water is drinkable throughout Greece although, bottled mineral water is also available everywhere. The food served in restaurants is international but, there is a large variety of taverns offering different and varied Greek cuisine. For lunch or dinner you may visit the local restaurants in cosmopolitan Fokionos Negri pedestrian area which is 2 minutes walk from our hotel in order to chose which one you like the best. You may also ask our personnel for suggestions depending on your desires.
10. SHOPPING IN ATHENS One of the most attractive areas for shopping in Athens is PLAKA, the old quarter of Athens. It includes a flea market and a large variety of restaurants as well as shops and boutiques. The shops in PLAKA are open every day of the week including Sundays from morning until late at night. You can go to PLAKA either by taxi either by the local city busses. Additionally you can always have a stroll in the near by area of Fokionos Negri and Patision Avenue, which have quite a few places for your shopping therapy.
11. LANGUAGE Modern Greek is the common spoken language but, English is widely spoken as well as other European languages. All street directions are in Greek and English.
12. COMMUNICATION The best way of phoning is by using telephone cards which, can be obtained at Post Offices and at all street kiosks. Phone calls can be made from all street phone booths to anywhere in the world. Also many mobile companies have roaming contracts, please check with your mobile company to verify that a roaming service would be provided to you.
13. LOCAL TIME Greece is 2 hours ahead of GMT
14. ELECTRIC CURRENT 220 volts and 50 Hertz with round-prong European style plugs for domestic use. American and Japanese appliances will require a transformer
15. TRAVEL DOCUMENTS An International passport, which should be valid for at least 6 months, is required for immigration at the airport and for hotel procedures.
16. VISA REQUIREMENTS As visa requirements differ from country to country, check with your nearest or, local Greek Embassy / Consulate before departing your country of origin.

17. NATIONAL HOLIDAYS. Jan 1, Jan 6, March 18, March 25, May 1, May 3, May 5, June 24, August 15, October 28, December 25, December 26. 

18. RELIGION The Greek population is 95% Greek Orthodox. The remaining 5% are mainly Christian, Muslim, Catholics and other religions.

19. TRAVEL INSURANCE Travel Insurance is strongly recommended for any possible loss or, damage to your luggage, medical emergencies and some travel related accidents. Consult your travel agent before departing. 
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